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The Methodological Approaches of Doing
Social Disability Studies

Chi Cheng, Wu

Casual assistant professor of the center for teacher education, Tainan University of Technology

Chun Sheng, Chang
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Abstract

This paper is to illustrate the three methodological approaches relevant to doing
disability studies. First, narratives highlight individuals’ voicing on their experiences
to inspire the reflection on the living status of people with disabilities, which in turn
may stimulate the changes of social mechanism. Second, postmodernism focuses on
deconstructing the taken-for-granted through examining its underpinning values and
doctrines, and attempts to facilitate the reconstruction of the knowledge regarding
disabilities. Nevertheless, emancipatory research proponents argue that voicing itself
is unable to make significant changes of people with disabilities and acting is
desperate. In addition, this paper describes the limitations of each three approaches in
brief.

Key words: disability, emancipatory research, narrative, postmodernism
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